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August 23, Friday. Have dispatches to-day from Ad-
miral Bell of the Asiatic Squadron, detailing the attack
on the natives of Formosa. Also a long statement from
Carter, reporting affairs at Borneo, and the burning of
the house of the consulate, which I think was set on fire
by the consul himself.

At the Cabinet quite a discussion grew out of a dispatch
of an extraordinary character from General Sickles, insist-
ing he would obstruct the power of the United States
Court, and, alleging, as a reason, that if he did not, the
Court would soon pass on the Reconstruction acts and
pronounce them unconstitutional.

Mr. Binckley, the Assistant Attorney-General, said that
it had been his intention to present a written opinion on
this subject, and he should not have attended the meeting
to-day had not the President sent for him. He expressed
his surprise that General Sickles, who is a lawyer, and
could not be ignorant of the consequences that must follow
an attempt to make the civil power subordinate to the
military, should put himself in opposition to the Chief
Justice and resist the processes of the Court.

General Grant said he had sent an order to General
Sickles not to obstruct the United States Court, as he
promised he would, but, after thinking of it, he had come
to the conclusion that General Sickles might have his
reasons for what he was doing, and as there are always two
sides to a question, he had countermanded his order, that
Sickles might have an opportunity to be heard. Congress
had put in his (Grant's) hands the execution of this law,
and he intended to see it was executed, but he was willing
to hear, or see, Mr. B.'s written opinion, when it was
made out.

There were some rather flippant, overbearing, and un-
generous remarks of Grant towards Binckley, which were
unworthy of him, when the positions of the two men were
considered. Binckley, though a little excited, was more
than a match for the General in such a discussion, and